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Why my interest in the Pony Express?

Crossing the country every 4 months along the many parts of the pony express route and
being a stamp collector, I began to wonder how it all began. That along with a family
connection spurred my interest in the history of the Pony Express.

One of the more famous riders of the Pony Express was Buffalo Bill Cody and, it seems, that
W. O. Finch, the great-grandfather of my wife worked for Buffalo Bill Cody on his ranch
outside North Platte, Nebraska.

Mr. Finch was quite skilled in making the leather quirts similar to those used by the Pony
Express riders. My wife inherited one of those riding quirts he made.
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“GOLD IN THEM THAR HILLS”

In 1848, gold was discovered in California and the

rush was on.

Between 1848 and 1849, 300,000 “forty-niners®
migrated to the state. In 1850 it became the 31*

state.
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A NATION DIVIDED

The Civil War was on the horizon and
getting military communications from one

side of the union to the other would be

difficult.

Union mail to the west coast required

conveyance through Confederate states.

Stagecoach lines existed (Butterfield
Overland Mail Co.) but were slow (25 days)
and passed through what would soon be

Confederate territory.

20XX

How war divided the nation in 1861
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FEDERAL L {0 Sl
TERRITORY s

(organized)

[ ] seceded April-May 1861

|:| Seceded Dec.-Feb. 1860-61

© Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.
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Butterfield Overland Mail Co. (1858-1861) - Memphis & St. Louis to San Francisco




THE PROBLEM WITH STAGECOACHES

The stage lines were subject to weather conditions and Native American raids. Mule teams saw
limited use in some rugged areas.

That left boats as the safest method of mail delivery but that took 24 days to months. The first
steamship to carry contracted mail from the east coast to California was the SS California (1848).

Citizens, miners, businesses and the military began to apply pressure to the government.
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VENTURE CAPITALISTS

In 1850, William Russell, William Wadel, and Alexander Majors began discussing horse
travel for mail.

They purchased horses (400) and made arrangements with fur trading posts and stagecoach

stations to be used as mail relay station.

The stations would be located every ten miles along the route.
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ORPHANS PREFERRED

- Not Over 18 Years Old -

- Weighing no more than

125lbs -

- Wages: $25 / Week -

- Willing to Risk Death -

.
. \L‘_

PONY EXPRESS

St. JOSEPH, MISSOURI to CALIFORNIA
in 10 days or less.

[ WAN TED =]

YOUNG, SKINNY, WIRY FELLOWS

not over eighteen. Must be expert
riders, willing to risk death daily.
Orphans preferred.
Wages $25 per week.

APPLY, PONY EXPRESS STABLES
St. JOSEPH, MISSOURI

THE PONY EXPRESS

"L, ....., do hereby swear, hefore the
Great and Living God, that during my
engagement, and while I am an
employee of Russell, Majors and
Waddell, I will, under no circumstances,
use profane language, that I will drink
no intoxicating liquors, that I will not
quarrel or fight with any other employee
of the firm, and that in every respect I
will conduct myself honestly, be faithful
to my duties, and so direct all my acts
as to win the confidence of my
employers, so help me God."

~Pony Express 0Oath




“CALIFORNIA, HERE I COME!”

In 1860 under the name of “Central Overland
California & Pikes Peak Express Company” the

Pony Express was born.

St. Joseph, Missouri was selected as the starting
point and Sacramento, California as the final
destination.

Postmark used on first Westbound Pony Express trip,
April 3, 1860
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pony_Express#Mail

St. Joseph was selected as the starting point because it connected to many eastern

railroads and the start of the telegraph.
The route was approx. 2000 miles long with 190 relay stations.

Each rider rode 75 to 100 miles a day, up to 20hrs each day. The total route took 10

days. Swapping horses took 3 minutes.
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APRIL 3,1860 OCTOBER 24,1861

ALLLY OF THE GHEAT SALT Lant

1FORNI

THROULN THE 40uv i FASS

OARING YOUNG AL HORSES SFED NICHT AMD DAY WHILE OTHEA COURMEOU MEN
KEOT AMD SUPPLIED THE STATIONS ALONG THE FAR-FLUNG , DAMGIRTUS LINE. THIS PIONCIA FAST MAIL
SERVICE, NAITAINCS DUZITE $ERIOUS L3S T0 1T2 PATAIOTIC PAOMBTENRS, MADE A NSTABLE CON ~
TAIBUTION TO OUR NATISNAL WELFARE. TUE POMNY CAPALS3, FOLLOWYING THE DIRLET
NORYNIAN ROUTE, BRGUGHT OUA FAR WEST MOCH CLOSCA TOOUR EAST, TREAEDY
MG TO MOLD OUR FROMTICR TERRITIRY WiTH 178 TREASURLS OF
©OLD IN OUR UNION. 1T BLAZED THE WAY FOR T HE OYCRLAND
STAGE TO CALIFORNIA, MASTENED THE BUILOING OF THE
FIRST TRANSCONTIMENTAL RAILAOAD AND TELEGRAPH
AND ADOLD ONE OF THE MOSY STIRRING CHAPYERS
TO THE WISTORY OF AMERICA'S MANING .
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The following pictures were taken in Gothenburg, Nebraska. The building was originally erected
4 miles east of Fort McPherson, Nebraska and used as a fur trading post among other uses. The

relay station was moved from there to Gothenburg in 1931.
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TRAVELING LIGHT

Each rider carried a special leather pouch
called a Mochila. The pouch slipped over
the saddle and had four pockets, each being

locked. The pouch contained letters, telegram,

and a bible.

With each rider not exceeding 125lbs in weight,

only two items were allowed besides the mail:

- A water jug

- One side arm was allowed but was furnished by the rider.

20XX THE PONY EXPRESS 15




THE MAIL

The Pony Express was never part of the US Postal Service,
however it operated as a mail route only in the final 4

months.

It cost $5.00 to carry a letter from Missouri to California.

Letters were written on thin paper and Wrapped in oilskin

bundles.
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PONY EXPHESS'

CHANGE OF

_=c REDUCED

TIME ! RATEN!

10 Days to San Francisco!

LB RIRg

WILL BE RECEIVED AT THE

'OFFICE, 84 BROADWAY,

NEW YORK,

| Upto4 P. M. every TUESDAY.
Upto2; P. M. every SATURDAY,

Which will be forwarded to eonncet with I IOVY EXPRESS lea
ST, ll)al[ll Mis:

| Every WEDNESDAY and \\'I‘LRIM\ at 11 P. M.

T)&:L)&:GRAMS

b it to Fort Ke: of MONDAY and FRIDAY, vl
eet with PONYI ;l \\I[)\] l'A\\ lb»\llll \\

EXPRESS CHARGES.

LETTERS weighing half ounce or under.............. 81 00
For every additional half ounce or fraction of an ounce 1 CO
In all cases to be encloged in 10 cent Government Stamped Envelopes,

And all Express CHARGES Pre-paid.
17 PONY EXPRESS ENVELOPES For Sale at our Oflice,

WELLS, FARGO & C0., Ag'ts.

Nawe York, Ju'y 1. 1801,

SN e

SLOTE X AN STATIONTRS AND PRINTERS, @0 FULTON STRELE, NEW YORK
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THE LAST RIDE

The Pony Express was short lived. It lasted just a few months
from April 3, 1860 to October 24, 1861. Its demise was due to
the completion of the transcontinental telegraph on October

24, 1861. Two days later the Pony Express was no more.

The business partners invested $700,00 in the enterprise and
left a deficit $200,000. The company was sold at auction in
1862.

Pony Express riders:
"Billy" Richardson, Johnny Fry,

Charles CIiff, Gus Cliff
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PONY EXPRESS STAMPS

Four US Postage stamps have been issued commemorating the Pony Express. These are
Scott #s 113 (1869), 894 (1940), 1154 (1960) and U101 Cover (1960).

Since the Pony Express was a private enterprise, It fell upon the Carriers to issue their

own carrier stamps.
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Since many Wells Fargo stage stations also served as relay stations for the Pony Express,
often Wells Fargo carrier stamps were aftixed to correspondence. Often Wells Fargo

Covers were also used.

The Pony Express issued it own carrier stamps Scott 14313, 14314, 14317, 143L8, and

1439 are examples. Thirteen different cancellations were used.
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WELLS FARGO 143LP3

:F. S
COLUMBIAN ISSUE.
3 -7\01493_* 1892 v~ L
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