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BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR HELD BY THE BOERS

A result of the early Boer triumphs in Natal was that a number of British soldiers were captured and taken
as prisoners of war. They were moved to Pretoria, where initially some were held in the Pretoria jail until
such time as the prisoner of war camp at Waterval, a short distance away, was established.

Pretoria Jail

The translation of the cachet “ONTVANGEN - CIPER GEVANGENIS” is “Received - Prison
Warden.” It is unclear whether the addressee, Mr. G. Osborn, was a prisoner of war. He may
also have been a British sympathizer who was imprisoned after the beginning of hostilities.
The latter seems likely given that the letter was posted in the Transvaal.

This is the only recorded example of this cachet during the Anglo-Boer War.



While the British enlisted men were held at Waterval, the captured officers were housed in Pretoria.

Captain Dick, of the Royal Scots Fusiliers, was taken prisoner at Colenso, December 15, 1899.
This is a letter back to his unit still active in Natal. The “Commandant General” cachet
apparently was not sufficient to provide censoring, as the blue manuscript “G” (for Gezien or
viewed) was applied to indicate censoring. The British triangular censor cachet (Type DBEN1) was
applied at Durban.

A similar cover to England, again showing both the manuscript “G” and the “Commandant
General” cachet.



Circular GEZIEN - CENSOR cachet

This cachet apparently was used in Pretoria exclusively for POW mail. It had a very short usage life,
recorded from April 6 to May 3, 1900, less than one month.

Outgoing mail. Cover to England franked with the correct 2 - penny postage for foreign
mail, undoubtedly a letter home from a POW. Backstamps indicate it was routed though
Lourenco Marques and received May 26, 1900. 31 days in transit.



Incoming Mail. Postcard from India to Captain C.H. Hicks, 2"* Battalion Lancanshire Fusiliers
who was captured Jan 24, 1900 during the battie of Spion Kop. Additional franking and
British censor cachet type PMB2 applied at Pietermaritzburg, Natal. USA consulate cachet
indicates card was passed through the USA consulate from the British to the Boers.
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Waterval POW Camp

While British POW’s were initially housed in Pretoria, a primary POW camp was established at Waterval,
some twelve miles from Pretoria. Stationery and envelopes were in short supply, so in many cases
official “IN DEINST” envelopes from the Z.A.R. were made available to the prisoners for their
correspondence.

The oval “WATERVAL KRYGSGEVANGENIS” (Waterval Prisoner of War Camp)} Cachet was
applied “5 JAN 1900”, and the letter was sent to Pretoria where it was handled 3 days later.
In some cases the delay in processing such letters over the 12 mile distance took fourteen

days or longer.

The circular “COMMANDANT GENERAL” cachet, applied in Pretoria, is common to much early
POW mail, and probably indicated censorship or approval of some type.

This is the earliest recorded example of the Waterval oval cachet and the only one recorded
with initials added
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- BUITENGEWONE

STAATS-

ZUID-AFRIKAAN-

PR EIKAART &

COURANT

SCHE REPUBLIEK,

Derr XX. MACHADODORP, Z.A.R., 7 Junr 1900. No. 1121.

| =5
»or het Binnenlandsech Verkeer B “l" :"
N

b 5
Ty

PROCLAMATIE.

Napemaarn de omstandigheden des Lands het noodig
maken, dat de Regeeringszetel tijdelijk verplaatst worde,
zoo is hef, datik, SrepHANUs JomANNES PAULUS KRUGER,
Staatspresident der Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek, met
advies en consent van den Uitvoerenden Raad, blijkens
art. 89 zijwer notulen, dd. 6 Juni 1900 en uil kracht
van de machtiging aan de Regeering wverleend bij
Terste Volksraadsbesluit, art. 1416a, dd. 28 September
1899, hiermede proclameer en vaststel,

dat de Regeeringszetel van af den 5den Juni 1900
tot nader order gevestigd is geweest en zal zijn te
Machadodorp, in de Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek.

Aldus gegeven onder mijne hand en het Groot-
zegel van de Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek, op heden
den zesden Juni 1900, te Machadodorp, Zuid-Afrikaan-
sche Republiek.

GOD BEHOEDE LAND EN VOLE.

8. J. P. KRUGER,
Staatspresident.

F. W. Rerrg,

Staatssecretaris.

54

-

The proclamation cards were printed
on a press housed on a train. 1800 1/2d
and 200 1d cards were produced,
using the current Transvaal postal
cards The 1/2d cards were franked
with an additional 1/2d stamp.
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Message on reverse of of censored Machadorp card:

Barberton , Transvaal
Sep 2, 00

A postcard, but not alas from Pretoria. Still, it is a rather a curio,
being printed on their field printing offices, a railway truck with a
large red cross on it. They moved 18 officers and 50 men from

- Nooitgedacht here 24 hours before our troops came in. We have

no servants. | am very uncomfortable. We are in the assembly
rooms, which are at all events waterproof. It is a very bitter blow,
being so near liberty, then being carried off, but even now | hope it
won't be so long. | don'’t think they want to keep us long. | wonder

if my letters reach. | have written several from Nooitgedacht. Au
revior.

Yrs
Wm Du Pre
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January 28, 1901

Cover posted at
Beaufort West “JA 28 01”
to Cape Town. Cape
Town receiving mark
on reverse “JA 30 01”.

Manuscript “Censored
Envelopes” suggests
this was the top
envelope in a bundle.
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The Boer war officially ended on May 31, 1902 with the signing of the peace
treaty between the Boers and the British at Vereeniging. It would seem that the
need for censorship was over, but there are examples of censor cachets used as
much as a month later. -

June 9, 1902

ORC reply card posted at Bethulie, “JU 9 027, with Bethulie triangle
censor cachet BTH6 with intials. The Beaufort West BFW3a cachet
was applied on receipt. Both cachets used after the end of the war.



