
The Feather Merchants

A shaggy dog story, with some 

history and a few personal 

insights.



Internet Definition





Origin of the term



The Anglo-Boer War

1899-1902



The Assignment



Cliff Notes for the Anglo-Boer War

• South Africa Colonized by the British and Dutch (Boers)

• Two British colonies – Cape of Good Hope and Natal

• Two Boer States – Transvaal and Orange River Colony

• Somewhat peaceful coexistence until the discovery of gold 

and diamonds

• Boers invade British colonies – initially successful

• British bring massive amount of troops from all over the 

empire – Canada, India, Australia, and New Zealand – 

overwhelm Boers

• Boers reduced to guerrilla war fare

• Peace treaty signed May 31, 1902 with British in control

• Four states combined into Union of South Africa in 1910 



1900 Map of South Africa



1840 Great Britain issues the first postage stamp



Ladysmith Siege Card





British Army Post Offices

Posted  “ARMY POST OFFICE –T.P.O. EAST – No 2

JA 27 02”

(Railway Travelling Post Office)



More British Army Post Offices



Hans Michael Naested

The Father:

 Born: 13 Mar 1827, in Holbaeck, Denmark

 Died: 30 Aug, 1907 at age 80, in Craddock, Eastern 

Cape, South Africa.

The Son:

 Born: 22 Apr 1869 in Craddock, Eastern Cape, South 

Africa

 Died 9 June 1915 at age 46, in Caddock, Eastern Cape, 

South Africa

 

 



The Missing Piece

Addressed to “Ostrich Feather Merchant” !!



A Victorian Lady 

Sporting an Ostrich 

Feather Hat



“Femme Fatale”



Ostrich Farming in South Africa 

• First Feathers obtained from hunting wild birds

• Hunting ostriches outlawed in South Africa in 1821

• Farming started in 1860’s

• Birds well adapted to dry and inland regions in South Africa

• Birds tended to spook and destroy eggs

• Invention of the ostrich egg incubator (1869) enhanced birth 

rate of chicks

• 1865 – 80 tame ostriches

• 1875 – 32,000 tame ostriches!!! 



Ostrich Farming Statistics

• Two crops of feathers per year

• One pound of feathers per bird

• Only diamonds worth more by weight

• At todays’ gold prices ($35,000/pound), a couple of birds in the 
backyard would make a comfortable living

• Largest export from South Africa after gold and diamonds

• South Africa produced 75% of world’s production of Ostrich 
Feathers

• Ostrich farmer’s houses known as “feather mansions”



Hollywood Tragic Romantic Movie: 

“Titanic”

Leonardo and Kate 

come from different 

strata of society

Leonardo drowns 

and freezes in the 

north Atlantic Ocean 



Hollywood Tragic Romantic Movie:

“Love Story”

Ali and Ryan come from 

different strata of society

Ali dies from rare 

disease



Real Life

Between a Fairy Tale and a Hollywood 

tragic romantic movie



Titanic’s Heart of the Ocean 

Diamond Necklace



Portion of Titanic’s Cargo Manifest

Ostrich feathers 

bound for New York 

fashion industry

Insured for $2.3M in 

today’s money



Things to consider before attempting to 

recover the Titanic “Feather Treasure”

• Feathers have been in salt water for over 100 years

• Difficult to access at 17,000 ft under water

      Pressure of 8000+ psi

   Recent attempt to reach Titanic resulted in death

      of four explorers

• Fashion is fickle – Street value of Ostrich feathers not 
what it used to be

 



“…and now you know the rest of the story”

   Paul Harvey



The End
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